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#PodcastsInTheClassroom 
 

Episode Question Ideas 
 
The State of Adaptation and Climate Adaptation Finance with Harvard’s Jesse 
Keenan 
https://www.americaadapts.org/episodes/the-state-of-adaptation-and-climate-adaptation-
finance-with-harvards-jesse-keenan  
 
Full Episode Questions 
 
● Jesse Keenan uses the term maladaptation a number of times in this episode. What 

does the term mean? What makes something maladaptive, and what can we learn 
from maladaptation? Can you describe any examples of maladaptation? 

● In this episode, Jesse discusses social equity in the context of adaptation. What is 
social equity? How is social equity relevant to adaptation? What considerations 
should be made for social equity in the development of adaptation plans? Does 
adaptation create any opportunities for social equity, and if so, what types of 
opportunities? 

● Jesse describes a number of trade-offs of adaptation and mitigation. What types of 
trade-offs are being made to focus on adaptation? Are they worthwhile, and why or 
why not? 

● Jesse Keenan discusses the state of climate change literacy. What is climate change 
literacy, and how is your school or university promoting it? 

● What is the difference between funding and financing as these activities relate to 
adaptation? 

● Keenan notes that he is “all in favor of censorship,” clarifying that he’s in favor of 
censorship of disinformation on climate change. What questions does this raise for 
you? How do institutional and social structures shape who determines what counts as 
disinformation?  

● Doug asks Jesse about the complex role of foundations in adaptation work. Describe 
the role of foundations as Jesse first described it. How do foundations contribute to, 
or take away from, adaptation in your field, specifically? 

 
Segment Questions 
 
● At 55:00, Jesse Keenan talks about the importance of working as part of team on 

adaptation endeavors. What kind of team might you assemble to work on adaptation 
projects? What different perspectives would you aim to have? 
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Related Open Education Materials 
 

Climate Adaptation Finance and Investment in California 
This book serves as a guide for local governments and private 
enterprises as they navigate the unchartered waters of investing in 
climate change adaptation and resilience. This book serves not only 
as a resource guide for identifying potential funding sources but also 
as a roadmap for asset management and public finance processes. It 
highlights practical synergies between funding mechanisms, as well 
as the conflicts that may arise between varying interests and 
strategies. While the main focus of this work is on the State of 
California, this book offers broader insights for how states, local 
governments and private enterprises can take those critical first steps 

in investing in society’s collective adaptation to climate change. 
 
 
Learn more about issues raised in this episode! You may find the following open 
educational resources from MIT OpenCourseWare of interest. 
 

15.023J Global Climate Change: Economics, Science, and Policy 
Professors Henry Jacoby, Ronald G. Prinn, and Mort Webster share 
materials, including the syllabus, reading list, lecture notes, and 
problem sets, from a graduate-level course on the scientific, 
economic, and ecological issues associated with climate change, 
and the institutions negotiating an international response.  

Image caption: Comparison of likely temperature increases over 1990-2100 with no policy (left), and stabilization of 
greenhouse gases at 550pm CO2 equivalents (right). (Figure from the MIT Joint Program on the Science and Policy of 
Global Change.) 

  

 17.32 Environmental Politics and Policy This undergraduate course 
uses case studies to explore environmental policymaking in the 
United States, examining how social, political, and economic 
interests can overwhelm scientific judgment in determining policy 
outcomes.Professor Steve Meyer shares materials including the 
syllabus, reading list, lecture notes, and assignments. 

Image caption: Government environmental regulation books. (Image courtesy of Daniel Bersak.) 

  

 CMS.631 Data Storytelling Studio: Climate Change Rahul 
Bhargava shares materials from his course on the creative 
presentation of data in communicating about climate change, 
focusing on the emotional, aesthetic, ethical, and practical effects of 
different presentation methods. Educators can access the syllabus, 
instructor and student insights, reading list, lecture notes, and 

assignments. 

Image caption: Climate Spirals image © Ed Hawkins, License CC BY-SA International 4.0. 
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11.437 Financing Economic Development This graduate-level 
course, taught by Professor Karl Seidman, focuses on the tools and 
programs available to provide the necessary capital for businesses 
and economic development projects. Educators have access to the 
syllabus, reading list, lecture slides, and samples of student work. 

Image caption: Detroit, Michigan at sunset. The city is used as a case study throughout the course due to its 
recently unsettled economy. (Courtesy of Andrew Langdal on Flickr. CC BY-NC-SA.) 

 


